Measuring Employment
Outcomes at CUNY
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CUNY’s Access to NYS Employment and Wage Data




The bad old days




Breakthrough 1: Legal and policy framework

o New York State’s first higher education performance funding
system, called Job Linkage

= Established in Governor Cuomo’s executive budget in January 2013

= Carrot, no stick: Incentive funds for CUNY and SUNY reward colleges with above
average employment outcomes (% employed, wage gains) for AOS and AAS
graduates (among other outcomes)

= No base funding tied to college academic or employment performance

= Even if extra funds are not renewed by the legislature next year, wage and
employment outcome reporting remains compulsory

o Prompted CUNY’s first access to NYSDOL’s wage and
employment data

=~ However, NYSDOL provided to CUNY only aggregate results for AOS and AAS
graduates
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Breakthrough 2: Legal and policy framework




Successes: Some Early Findings




Successes, cont’d.




Successes, cont’d.




Challenges




Challenges, cont’d.




Continuing collaboration with NYSDOL




Even more collaboration with NYSDOL




Wage data, policy development,
and policy makers




More: Wage data, policy development,
and policy makers




Potential stumbling blocks at the state level




